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No awkward
questions

A couple quick questions. Who

built the Tower of London?

What’s the age requirement to
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someone over 18)? Who gets

50% off their TV licence? Anl
swers: William the Conqueror;
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One of the final steps to gaining

0 Mo Dm0 o0mOnm 0o0moaoog
00MOmo0MINCmMOmMOo0n 0 Mmoan
It’s a short, multiple-choice quiz,
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What does it mean to fail the

British citizenship test, as a Brit?
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“When did the Romans
successfully invade Britain?”
“Which London landmark is an
example of medieval
architecture?”

“When did Britain become
permanently separated, by
the Channel, from mainlanad-
Europe?”
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“they likely
wouldn’t be
taking the
test in the
first place
were it not for
centuries of
dick-swinging
imperialism.”
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please, we're
British
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and cut straight to the quote-unll
quote glory.
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“When is Vaisakhi celebrated?”
“What festival celebrates the
end of Ramadan?”

“What was the estimated
population of the British
Empire?”

“When was slavery abolished in
the British Empire?”

“This is what
Britishness
means:
engineering
excellence and
sticking it to the
Germans.”
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Encountering these questions
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way formed?”) to “How many

days is Diwali celebrated for?”,
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which is to say: it doesn’t quite

fit. It’s hard not to see them as
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“What is an important part of
British character?”

“What does the UK offer to its
citizens?”

“Which is the fundamental
principle of British life?”

Defining a national character is
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The wife is gone, the kids have flown
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& My Favourite Rosemary Shortbread Recipe €

These melt-in-your-mouth, flavoursome biscuits
add a gourmet twist to a well-loved classic.

g [ Jump to recipe ] s
**Kkk* 4.2 stars

287 reviews

Bring these delicate treats to your next family gathering, after-school
playdate, or Church picnic! Every time I magic these up, my family and
friends clamour for the recipe, so I’ve finally written it down and decided
to post it here to share with all of you. With enough butter and sugar to
satisfy the kiddos, and a gentle touch of rosemary to gain the approval of
your snobbiest foodie friends, this shortbread is sure to be a
crowd-pleaser.

You all know I love a fancy biscuit recipe. But even the most die-hard - b
Sweeties (some of my readers have coined this nickname for themselves, T

i
which I simply adore!) might be surprised to know that before I settled =
down and had my lovely littles, I had a stint as a working woman. #f

! ;uq
That’s right, yours truly was out in the workforce. More than that-I was ::ﬂ;
an actress! Hold back your gasps, please, I was perfectly respectable. And -%%
I was respected, too—proclaimed an upcoming Shakespearean star. Here’s a 3?

d=1

snippet review from my last play, a rendition of Hamlet set in the 19th
century:

Sara Smith’s Ophelia looks the very picture of Millais’ famous
painting, conjuring the pale-faced corpse out of the picture
frame and into vital life. Smith has a passion that shines,
a voice clearer than a lark’s, and an ability to subtly por-
tray emotion far beyond her years. Hers is no typically re-
ductive hysteria, but a complex dive into the half-rageful,
half-despairing psyche of a young woman driven mad by a so-
ciety that has deprived her of agency. This powerful perfor-
mance of love, betrayal, and grief will leave you breathless.

wlin
L

No faint praise!

Rosemary stands for remembrance, so it’s no surprise that this shortbread %E
recipe reminds me of that earlier period of my life. Its scent alone takes .EE
me back to the floral bower of a prop-table, where I scooped up my armfuls i
of pansies, rue, and, yes, rosemary, every night. We used fresh flowers to 5%
strike that pre-Raphaelite painting look. (I think fresh flowers are the 133 A
best way to elevate the home. Check out Elegant Floral Design to Impress i T
Your Guests and Three Godly Twists to Upgrade Your Lilies this Easter.) It T
was gorgeous! And it smelled heavenly. I remember coming home every evening '%g
perfumed like a kitchen garden. (Read my post in my Staying Prepared series _Jf
on Planting vour Own Herb Garden. It is a joyful duty to satisfy our fami- Eﬁ
lies with delicious and flavourful meals! We all know we can’t rely on the &

. ) . , LT
poisons they bottle up as "seasonings’ these days...) _@%

Il.‘




He found me at the stage door and said he had to get to know me. I just
swooned! He didn’t tell me at the time, but this was his twelfth time
coming to the show just to watch me! Even more romantic; he followed me
home from that stage door eleven times, watching me sleep and slowly
falling in love, before working up the courage to talk to me. Can you be-
lieve it? How dedicated and loving my Man is @ .

He proposed that very night! He had fallen in love with Ophelia’s love
and wanted it all to himself. T said, no way am I quitting this job!
Independent 19-year-old me had no clue that I would find my passion in
motherhood, homemaking, and Biblical submission. Acting in Hamlet was the
most fulfilling thing in my life (up until that point, I mean). I still
sometimes recite from it, speaking to myself in the mirror. But there’s
not much time for that when my littles need their mother’s love!

0f course, my steadfast Man set me on the right path. He just wouldn’t
let me go, and I’'m so thankful for that. Here’s a tip, ladies: you can’t
avoid your true purpose, and you shouldn’t try! Everything I’d thought
was fulfilment and skill was perverse pride. My Man helped me understand
my design and the glories of obedience, and once I came across this on-
line community, I came to understand my higher calling. And now I have
this blog to pass along the message about true womanhood to all you other
girlies out there!

“There’s rosemary, that’s for remembrance.” Now, rosemary reminds me of
the rosemary-scented evening I met my future. Of the glorious moments
that set my feet on a righteous path. As I walk in step with my Man and
our little quiverfull of crusaders, I remember my purpose as a woman. I
don’t need to be cast in a play when He gave me a role to fill!

That’s why these rosemary shortbread biscuits are my absolute favourite
to bake up. They go perfectly with a cup of tea, or a glass of fresh raw
milk. (Did you know raw milk is perfectly safe? Find out what Big Pas-
teurization doesn’t want you to know: Salmonella, Listeria, and E. coli,
oh my!: Disproving Raw Milk Myths.) As always, tag me in your pictures if
you try out the recipe!

Rosemary Shortbread €
Recipe makes a dozen biscuits
Ingredients:

50g sugar
125g unsalted butter

2 tbsp chopped fresh rosemary
175g self-raising flour

A pinch of sea salt

Demerara sugar, for topping




Instructions:

1. Preheat oven to 200°C. Grease a muffin tin.

2. Beat together butter and sugar.

3. Stir in flour, salt, and half of the rosemary.
4. In a separate bowl, mix together the demerara sugar and remaining
rosemary.

5. Divide the dough into twelve balls, and press flat into the muffin tin.
Sprinkle with rosemary sugar.

6. Bake for eight minutes, then let cool in the tin for ten more minutes.
Remove and cool on a wire rack. Enjoy!

Comments (3)

@MaisieJane

Jkk k% 5.0 stars

Sara, you’ve done it again! These went down a treat at Gracie’s baby
shower last weekend!

@BurnerBlog
YAk 1.0 stars

the tradwife trend is so tired girl get a life

- |""-__|.'| s

i
o

@LucyHolyHealth o]
%k 3.0 stars i ::,
g

Took out sugar and subbed coriander as I was out of rosemary. Came out Lhl
okay, weird taste and texture. Did you know sugar is not a Biblical food? T
Primeval grains and .. [ see more ] s
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fight to stay connected and re-

0D DOMDOOIDOmm 0000mma
IDDID MOODDMOINDOmnoooaooa
0000 0OmoOm

0 0MDO0o0 MmO 0o0mmoonog
[M00000000MO0 M OO0 oo
MOINMMmMooooooomommooooma
0000000DmMOn000nommmonoom

0 MOmMOMmmO0Mmmn0000Mmoooo
MO00O0MOONMO0ODoOn 0ooooa
000000 MODmMO0o M oOm

0 0MOmM O 0 N 0mOmoo
I O00MOMO00M00mOmomam




oo

)
, k
00 DI0MONO0M DOMM DMODMOCMO00n 0000
D 00 IDOmMO0m 00MMOODO0MOm 0Mmo0o000

You had quietly called me across
MO0 0ODO0 MOOn0DO0Mm 0mo0amoooono

Where we passed, unappeased, through a portal,
M D0MmMO0MDmMO000MOMDODDmooon

Where the waters would make me immortal,

D DOOD0MOOMINOMOD0 D0MOMmooon

00000 DO0MO 000 00D MOmomomoa
MMIOMOIDOMOINONMMOOMmooo

0 MOMOMOD 00MP00D000M0MOCO0mOomaon
D 00 MIMO0IMIN MO0 0 IMomInoon

Only now, never able to find
What | lost when | left you behind.
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To Wordsworth, the Lake Disll

trict was “the loveliest spot that

man hath ever found.” Having

grown up in Wordsworth’s birth
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Windermere peaks look like

a perfect place to cry.” | have
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naturally infinite amounts of

sheep poo and squirming fish),
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entire flight, so that | would not need to get up

again. | even offered the old man some Doritos—
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“You are a student?” he asked, unembarrassed.
m

“Yes, Sir,” | said.

m

“Your major?”
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along its length. “This,” he declared, “is how an

essay should feel to read.” He flipped the paper

over, revealing an unkempt spiral. “This is how

your essays feel.”
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some medical field.

m

“What business has a doctor with Mr Bloom?”

(m

“Compulsory class,” | said.

(m

“May 1?” He leaned over and unburdened my
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be looking for a certain, familiar page. When he
found it, he let out a little puff of air.

““We are our anxieties,’”” he read aloud, “‘and so
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flier,” he declared. “Or you are a very good actor.
You have many anxieties?”
[
“Not particularly.”
[
“Of course not. A doctor must be arrogant. I've
known lots of doctors.”
[
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[
“Do you like him?” he asked.
[
“Bloom?”
[
“Shakespeare.”
[
“Very much,” | said.
[
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(m

“You are a student there?” he asked.

(m

| shook my head. “Boulder.”
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“My book,” he said. “If you ever want a break from
doctoring.”

(m

| folded the napkin into neat quarters and slid it
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(m

“‘Psychoanalysis itself,”” he read aloud,

was the

malady it attempted to alleviate.” What do you
think of this, doctor?”

“Clever,” | said.

m

“Clever,” he repeated. He let some air out of his
nose. “False,” he said. “Thinking is not the cause
of our problems. Feeling is.”

m
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m

“This was my play,” he said, “in university. You
know it?”

(m

(IDMOMD 00 Measure for Measurellll

(m

“Claudio,” he said, with a smile and a raise of his
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finger and closed the Bloom dramatically.
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“Ay,” he intoned, “but to die, and go we know not
0 00Mom
m

To be imprison’d in the viewless winds
And blown with restless violence round about
The pendent world: or to be worse than worst
Of those that lawless and incertain thought
Imagine howling—"”
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(m

“Does the doctor believe in an afterlife?”

(m

“l don’t know,” | said.

(m

“Pragmatic. Boring.”

m

“Do you?”

(m

“Most certainly.”

(m
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question. Could | imagine being forty? Having a
wife? Having children? Then, | could not.
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When we touched down, he looked at me with
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“Doctor!” he cried out. | whipped around, ready to
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“Be measured,” he said. | nodded.
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ing past vast yellow fields, always in view of the
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Often the young do not believe in death. Why
should they? What a poor use of time—that is,
until one’s first rude confrontation, when there is
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cinating but also very quiet.
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wasn’t the first time I’'d heard

this reflex; people seem to take
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I’m going to lItaly. Would you say
that it's worth trekking all the way
to Siena to see the Maesta?

| think that the private ownership
of artworks debases the very
meaning of art in the first place.
Discuss.

But also, if you could choose to
own any work of art in the world,
what artwork would you choose?

How would you say that the uki-
yo-e tradition shaped the devel-
opment of Western impression-
ism?

How does the idea of ‘art for art’s
sake’ hold up in a world increas-
ingly driven by utility and func-
tion?
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To whom it may concern,

I hope this email finds you well. It appears that I have been unfortunately
trapped in the Gladstone Link (also known as the Glink). I cannot call as
there is no signal, so I have decided to write an email.

I arrived here earlier to do some work and was not aware of the specialised
holiday hours currently being observed. It had passed 9pm wherein I realised
that the library was slightly more dead than usual. Upon coming to this re-
alisation, I attempted to leave the Glink, though was unable as the exit to
the Old Bodleian was shut and locked, as was the stairs and lift access to
the Radcliffe Camera. At this point it dawned upon me that I was locked in!
I decided initially to wait but it has been half an hour and, contrary to my
expectations, no one has come.

This is a less than ideal situation and I would very much appreciate some
help getting out.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Best regards
[redacted]

(erziomMpnaz & @

Hello,

Thank you for your email. Please note that this inbox is unmonitored between
the hours of 22:00 and 06:00. We will aim to respond to your email within 3
to 5 working days.

Regards
Bodleian Libraries Team
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Apologies for the length of the previous email. I understand that it is not
necessary to share my life story to get my point across.

In short, it has now been over an hour, and I am still stuck down here. I
cannot wait 3-5 working days. I cannot even wait 1. I have an early disser-
tation review tomorrow morning, a very full day, and nowhere near enough

red bull or caffeine pills to get me through it.

Furthermore, the lights have switched onto a motion sensor, keeping me con-
stantly on my feet. Not to mention that the hard tables and clinical ste-
rility of the Glink hardly makes for the ideal sleeping situation.

Please can you send someone to let me out.

Sincerely
[redacted]

Email, Glink

[redected] < redsced)on s ke peiaaMERaE & @ W
0 Bodisian Libraries =
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Hey,
Me again, just following up on my previous emails.

I am unsure if the last one came through as I did not even receive an au-
tomated response. Please can someone come and let me out? The room is now
pitch black and the lights are not turning back on no matter how much I
wave, walk, or ostentatiously skip.

Is there any way I can get out of here? Maybe you could open the doors from
the inside? An emergency exit? Or at least a way to turn the lights on? Any-
thing at all?

Please do let me know.

Best wishes
[redacted]
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Apologies for flooding your inbox but this is pretty urgent.

Just to confirm, did you send someone? I heard footsteps and a dragging sound
upstairs I thought they were coming to let me out but no one has come down
just yet. Please can you tell them I am down here.

I was screaming and shouting but the usually commendable soundproofing of the
Glink has now effectively shut me out from the rest of human civilisation.
Can you please send them down? I have had nothing to eat or drink the lights
are not working and it is unbearably cold. Not to mention that the constant
creaking of those weird rolling bookshelves has only intensified the ghostly
atmosphere down here.

Thanks in advance
Regards
[redacted]
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Hey,

I realised I did not thank you for sending someone! I can hear quite a few
people up there now no doubt looking for me. Although I can also hear some-
one wailing and I think I might smell burning? The loud scraping noise is
also now accompanied by unabating (though quite alluring) chanting. I didn’t
realise you held compline services in the Radcam?

I can hear about twenty sets of footsteps up there rhythmically tapping, or.
stamping, it seems?

Can you please tell them I’'m down here? I’ve been yelling but I don’t think
they can hear me.

Surely one of them must have thought to come down to the Glink by now. Okay
hold on. As I write this I think I can hear someone coming down the stairs.
Please let them know I am down here, I miss my warm bed.

With thanks
[redacted]
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Again, apologies for emailing again but I would like to confirm something.
I can finally see another person on the other side of the door. Are you sure
you sent them? He asked whether there is anyone down here which I would not
expect if you had. He’s carrying a torch I guess because the lights aren’t
working but I can’t really see his face and I don’t think that’s a Bodleian
Libraries logo on his hood. I can hear someone at the back door too. It’s
slightly embarrassing that I drew two people here at this hour just to free T
me from my academic tomb—apologies again for the inconvenience.

That god-awful dragging noise has now ceased upstairs and now joined me down
here. I suppose they must be restacking the bookshelves while no one is
around-maybe they’re on night shift? I think I’Lll just pack my things and be
on my way.

Oh thank GOD St Aldate’s will be seeing me bright and early on Sunday. Thank e
you for the help. I’Ll never make this mistake again-next time I am out of i
the Glink by 5pm latest! Actually I don’t think I will come to the Glink

again. This was certainly my last time. I could have died down here. Or worse

I could have

Ernail. Glink a2 @

Bodiaian Librafes -reader seroces foodesn oo ac ok [0 e MTMEeE-0000] - ﬁb L ]
10 padacted] *
Hello,

i,

! We hope that your query/concern has been resolved, please review our service
at the below link. Any feedback and suggestions are appreciated and mean
that we can improve the service we provide you.
http://www.bodleian.ox.wac.uk/reader-surve

Thank you and hope to see you again.

Regards
Bodleian Libraries Team
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When my parents walked into
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“I’'ve got so much to tell you about,” says Tina.
“Naomi just called and she said her and Patrick
0D DO0MOMOINCO00MOD DOODDMOM DM Mo
00000000 000MO0MO0D dbf course ODONODMOOONMOCO
000MO0mMOmOmMmO0ODmmm M oMnomomOnm bao 0
00000 MOMmMODOD MMM MO0 Do00MO000mom om
a
So now Ursula’s pissed off with Eve, 'cause she thought Ant
Hadn’t talked to Eve since Patrick’s party,” says Tina.
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She told Ant to stop talking to Patrick,” says Tina.
“Only Ursula heard, yeah, and told Eve, who told Patrick—
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And there was that whole thing with the eclairs,” says Tina.
“After that whole mess, Ursula apologised to Eve,
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To message Patrick pretending to be Eve,” says Tina.
“So Naomi, being Eve, told Ant she’d betrayed Ursula,
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Won't talk to Patrick since Ursula blackmailed Naomi
And Eve claims Naomi set fire to Ant’s car with Ursula
And nobody knows what’s happened to Patrick,” says Tina.
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What does ‘queer’ mean to you?
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“A world where
HRT is a
mandatory step
to adulthood, and
the twink police
monitor daiquiri
intake...”

ﬂ!.ﬂ:
gav

000I0m 0OMO0MMOOD 00 00mMooo
OIDMOOnOm 0Om M 00MOnommo

MOMOmO00000OD MmO D0Mmopoom
the straight and the queer are

flipped. A world where HRT is

0 DO0DMDIDMDIDMO0IDO0om
000IDOID MOMOMmom 00D Omom

quiri intake at go-go bars up and

000 000000 MOO0 d00Mmonoamnon
MO0 0MOmMO DO M 0Omo

0DO0MOMOmMOCMOOmO mimomo

00000 MO MmO0Momo000mMmmomo
0DO00ON0ODmMIMONDmM Mmoo 0

inant image of Western moralill

MO0 MmO MOMDDOomoooo
unique neo-pronouns at their

local drag queen education cenll

IDMMO00000000 DONMMOono apoo
0N 0OmMODmM 00 DOmM 00Momaomo
0000MOMINCOO00M 0odDom 0omo
be considered the ‘queers’—a

00 MOMCOD DO 0 OO DO DOm

00000D0 dO0mom m



000 MDD 000 MmO 0 00no 0 000
00000 0 MOOOmMO 000 Dmmoo
about the use of ‘queer’ comll

0 DDIMOC0mMDO MO0000nmeoog
0 000MO0mMO 0mM 00MMm 0 moo
000 IMDO00OImoo0 bOnomma

0MOC0O000OnDo00000MOnonoom
pathological delinquency, it rell

MIOIDO0MDMODmMO 0mMD0 DODomm
IMMOOMMOOMOM DOMOMOMDmog
00000DODMmMO 0M0MOID O mom
‘weird.” This usage of queer

000MO00MmMObb00Moonoooo a

0000000000MO000000 00moooog

00IMIOn M INMIO0MO0moam
IDODOMOINmOOD DoOnOoomoog
0000000000 DOD000Dmoomonom
00MDOOM DONDMOIDMOMMmooma
MOMO0MO00000NO Nomoooom
non-conforming queer who has

I DMIOCO00D@MINONLO0mO0D moo
00000 MO DO00MONIDommom

0 M0DIDmWOODMO000ND MM 000
0 000 00000mO0Mmo 00000D 0oma
0 IDO000MOmOD 00000000 00mm

00mom

000000000MO0000000nEanooa
of queer have been criticised

0000 000000mMOoo0Mooooooooa
000 0 00D 0 MO moomoooooa
0000000 MMM MmO oodnoa
(00 MO0 OO0 Moot 00M momoa
time when queer was nothing

0 0MIDO0MOMO0CmOMmD mo

0MIDMD 0000000 moo0mo

00IDDIDO000MD0MOMDMMmOImoa
000D DOOn MO000MOomomoomon 0

0MOMmEOn 000D0MnOnomoooo

riences and histories of specific

0DO00M00MDO00 DIMIDmoo om
0000 0ODDODO0DOo00 DooDmmoa
IDOODOmnC 000 MO DI ODom

M IIDID MDD OMIDOO 00 OImoa
MO0MOO000 0 DOIDDO0000Dmoog
0 00000ONMO0mMO000000MOnooom
the AIDS epidemic. If queer siml

0MIO0MOCO0ODOMIOODomonn m
0000DMIIDINM DO D OOmoam

For some, queer can minimise
the rich differences that define
MO0MO0 0 00MIINmodnoomom
00MOmoD Moo @ o00 00mo0mooo
0000Mo 0Mno Orhe Incredibles
when everyone’s queer, no one

IO DO00DN0MONmMOD0MMmMOTnma
in these critiques. In contempoll

rary queer circles, those differl]

0000000 OOI0DOnD000Od Doogd
the differing challenges and

[0 00D@MODDMO0mMObmeooooOm
00ODIODO0 b0 Iooom 0o 0

0000MO0MMD0Mb0Mo0oommoo

MO0O000mMO M MIDON0 00 MMma
pure—‘queer unity’ is an imporll

MDODO0MD MO MM OO0 MM 0 mmom
0 0000 00 MO DO00 000Mmooog
M0IMIMDmMOOI00MMO0OIII0m

0MO0M DOMOCO00mMImo 00 00000
the issue arises when queer bell

000 DOODDmMOmmMOD 0000 O emm

0000IDMO0 MODOnDMm oanoomaoo
MO00OMOM MOCmMOMmMOD0MOOnood
000 0 00MODMmMoooooam

“when everyone’s
queer, ho one is.”

00IDOINOM DOODO0Mo0OmOnon
MOMIDMOINO000MIDDm 00Dmo
0000MMDOnOODmMOon00mOnmoonm
queer are not the result of a left-

wing queer movement ‘gone too

MO0 0ODMODMOmMImOD 00000mmo
00000MO0mO0000n 0MIDmOmmo

00D DOMDM DM OMo 0 Mmoo

OM0IOmno oM Ooo0mOImmmmmm
queer experience.

00MO00MmOoom 0000 000m Moom
0 0 00IDmMOID MDOD0MOnmmm
the modern usage of queer, bell

0MOODOOnOnm oM Omomooooo

0 00D 000MDNO0MOnno 000mooo
000 00000000 0000MOmMomooon
000000@mMOo0mOom 0o 0m 0m 000
00MO000000 000MOmom 0 0000m
ImomomO00dnooo0On0omoonn

00N 000MDOmOMm O00mMm 000moon
000000 MO0 0000 0000Do 0 0Omm
0 MmMom 00000D0mo000000mom
MDD MOO0MOIMOMmMomomm
00D00MOImOmO0D0MINOoo0o 0mo
DINO00MIMIN MMM OOnOMmoom

000ID00OnoODo00IDo0Mmmom
field in the humanities to talk

about gender as “performative”

000MO000MIMOMOD 0Mmoanom
is “constructed” whatever that

0 000000 0ONo0Omomo ooo

I OMID DOOOMO0OnOno0nomoog
0MMOoN000MmmOOnood DO mmom
[M000MO00 omo

What you’re not likely to learn

D0 0000MIDOMOmMmOCmOomomo a
infographics is that queer was

00000 DODMMOmOmoLoooomo

00 DOMDOME IDob Mo 0000oomm
0MIMO000000OmOoo0o00 0moa
00D MOMONMOMMODMmDOm 0om

00IDO0ODO0MINOmMOIo0 DoMIoom
MDO0C000MO00DODmoooobmom

00O ID000MO0mOo0oomoooooa
000Mmom

“But you, the
smug liberal well-
versed in the
lexicon of the
social justice
warrion, already
know this.”
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“wdym you’re on crankstart
but you’'ve gone on rahsity?”
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line posts, reflects a persistent

belief that financial assistance
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sequent Oxfess, another user

responded: “Some of us need it

for rent bestie.”
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“It’s not like we’'re
Zoo animals or any-
thing.”
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“l don't like the idea

that we wouldn’t do

something because
people might feel

like it’s a punish-
ment rather than
something to help
them.”
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In Lucinda Rumsey’s first year
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“I've said to tutors
this year that | think
we have won that
battle.”
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“1 have been part of
conversations with
tutors and students
in regards to the
admissions
process, where
one tutor remarked
how the admissions
system is ‘usually
meritocratic’, which
seemed to be a dig
at Opportunity
Oxford offers.”
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“It’s the students
who received free
school meals and/

or live in council
estates needing to

submit our volun-
teering hours and
not the majority rich
private school stu-
dents at Oxford?”
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they have to earn their way in?
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“While | definitely
don't feel any
crushing pressure
to complete
voluntary hours for
my scholarship, itis
the very
implication that
financial aid is
conditional on my
gratitude that
weighs on me a bit.”
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filling Crankstart’s volunteering

hours. University reports confirm
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need-blind financial award runs
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“foster a culture in
which we all
behave like proper
Oxford gentlemen
and proper Oxford
ladies.”
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strictly “define what is working
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Class Affiliations and First Genl

erations Officer is known instead

for the unique events they run.
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Some nights | heard it making quick
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| was sitting on a friend’s floor
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from quite friendly to ‘I barely

know your name and you defill
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“I’'m bored,” said the girl | knew
the least. Maia. “Who wants to
play...” She looked around the
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anyone in the room. “What about
‘we’re not really strangers?’”
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“It’s exactly what it sounds like,”

she laughed. “Someone proposl[]
es a question, and we answer
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we do it right.”

A question was proposed. |

don’t remember what it was. We
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question and we’d all answer

in quick succession, our words
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“Okay, okay, I've got a good
one,” said Maia. “When and how
did you lose your virginity?”

Rita rolled her eyes. “Oh come
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ity’s an antiquated patriarchal
concept anyway.”

“You’re only saying that because
you’re a virgin, Rita!” someone
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Maia went first. | studied my cup
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teen, first boyfriend, sofa in a
basement. Took him five minutes
to figure out how to put it in.

Classic stuff.
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000 00mobooo

D O0MIMDMO0MOM DODoonong
IMOCMOMLMOD M bOMMmooma
OODmMo 00 MO00mMDMo0OTmImo
o
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Maia looked at me inquisitively.
“Come on, now. We won'’t judge.
We’ve all told ours.” | could
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You get drunk for the first time.
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“'m so sorry that happened

to you.” You didn’t know, for a
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“That sounds... really bad. What
an asshole. I’'m sorry,” someone
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to know? After the test, none
of them looked at me quite like
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When glitter gets into your home

it stays there forever: that fine,
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As | type this, my fingers sparkle.
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with glitter. | find it in my bag,
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I’'m on my friend’s floor, staring

at my tea. On top of the filmy

milk, purple specks float, catchll
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floor. He'll find bits of it lingering
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That no one would dare quesl
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second: it makes you different.
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“Come on, there’s no way you’re
a virgin.”

“I'm not.”

“So, then? What happened?”
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Gruffydd Price
‘Beyond Words’, 2024
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Eve Wilsmore
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Cordelia Wilson
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THE ISIS
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Holywell Press was founded in 1890, and two years later,
The Isis magazine was born. The Isis has been printing
with Holywell for 192 years — at first using letterpress
blocks to transfer ink to paper, and now with a state-of-
the-art press that would blow your mind!

We're Oxford’s one-stop shop for design and print:
producing everything from magazines and newsletters, to
leaflets and books.

We support all sorts of customers across the University,
always with a focus on quality, cost, and the environment.

Need something printing? You need Holywell.

O, ’0

LIARY
01865 242 098 * holywellpress.com 0. 00
16-17 Kings Meadow, Ferry Hinksey Road, hO]'ywe]']' pre S S .. ...

Oxford OX2 ODP printing in oxford since 1890



Want to try out
a fast-paced

Join Oxford Uni mixed-gender

Korfball Club! | sport?
Beginners welcome! o e—

(g

|

' -
Instagram: @oxfordunlkorfball
L& |Facebook: Oxford Unlver5|ty Korfball Club
Trainings at Iffley Road Sports Centre
Whole Club: Monday (19:30-21:00) and

Friday (16:30-18:00)
First Team: Wednesday (6:30-7:30)

PUT A SKELETON
IN YOUR CLOSET

w Y | ~ Il |USE CODE HILARY2S FOR
-l 'r. 1y ~

| 25% OFF ALL T-SHIRTS!

\-
=t SHOP THE COLLECTION!

C‘ffl’ e LIBERATIONKILT.COM







